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Project overview
The Latrobe Valley Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) is a proposed $243 million investment located
south of the City of Morwell in Victoria, adjacent to the existing Morwell Terminal Station (MWTS).
A planning permit application has been lodged with the Minister for Planning for up to two separate
BESS sites with an indicative output of 203 MW / 812 MWh in addition to key ancillary infrastructure
including upgrade works within the MWTS.

Strategic Rationale
Noting the Latrobe Valley’s established history as an energy producing region, the proposed Latrobe Valley BESS
will continue this legacy by underpinning and supporting the transition to a renewable energy future.
The Victorian Government is encouraging development of large-scale energy storage facilitates as part of the
Renewable Energy Action Plan (REAP). The REAP outlines key actions being undertaken to encourage investment
in the renewable energy sector to achieve the Victorian Renewable Energy Target (VRET) of 40 percent by 2025.
With regard to large-scale energy storage facilities, the REAP highlights their role in improving grid reliability for energy
by storing low-cost electricity (such as renewable energy), when there is an oversupply or during periods of low demand
so that it is available when demand is higher. Large-scale energy storage facilities also stabilise the grid during frequency
disruptions and help reduce the frequency of blackouts and the need for load shedding in instances of supply imbalance.
The Latrobe Valley BESS is proposed to be developed by Tilt Renewables – an owner, operator and developer of
renewable energy assets in Australia and New Zealand. Tilt Renewables brings decades of experience developing,
building and managing renewable energy assets and is strongly committed to the communities in which it operates.

Benefits
Approximately $24.3 million investment to be retained in the surrounding regional area during construction
Approximately 150 direct and 240 indirect full time equivalent jobs during construction
Approximately 7 direct and 20 indirect full time equivalent jobs during operations
Procurement of local goods and services
Reliable and affordable energy supply

Project Details
The Project has an indicative output of 203 MW / 812 MWh, consisting
of up to two BESS sites, being the Northern BESS and Southern BESS.
Key electrical infrastructure of the BESS includes battery pack containers,
installation of up to two 66 kV transformers (one required per BESS, either
within the BESS site or MWTS), 33 kV transformers and 3.5 MW inverters.
Ancillary infrastructure includes construction of operations and
maintenance (O&M) buildings (that includes storage and site offices),
access track connecting the BESS sites to the PineGrow Intersection
at Monash Way and permanent site carparking.
Connection upgrade works will be required within the MWTS and will
connect to the BESS sites via an underground connection.
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What is a BESS?
Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS’s)
provide an opportunity to store energy
generated from another source. An example of
this is coupling batteries with renewable energy
generation allowing energy to be stored during
times of low demand and released at times of peak
demand. Batteries most commonly use lithium to store
the electricity until it is ready to be distributed to
the network. BESS’s integrate built in inverters and
computerised control systems to self-sufficiently
manage the storage and discharge of power
generated by renewable energy plants.
The systems self-sufficiency allows it to add
significant value to commercial and
utility scale energy.

Project Approvals
On 16 November 2020, Planning Scheme Amendment VC192 was gazetted, which made the Minister for Planning
the Responsible Authority for BESS Projects of this nature. As part of the planning permit application, Tilt Renewables has
addressed environmental considerations relevant to the Project location and nature of the battery development, including:

• Flora and Fauna

• Landscape and Visual Impact

• Traffic, and

• Cultural Heritage

• Noise

• Environmental Management

• Hydrology

• Land use Planning

The application is to go on public notice where the public will have an opportunity to have their say and provide
feedback on the Project. Once the public notice period has concluded, the Minister for Planning will assess the
application alongside any submissions received before making a decision on the Project.

Environmental Assessments
As part of the early feasibility phase of the Project, we identified key environmental constraints across the Project Area
that informed the Indicative Project Layout with the aim of minimising environmental impacts where possible.
To support the application for a planning permit, detailed environmental assessments have been undertaken by
technical specialists to assess the potential impacts and associated mitigation measures of the Project.
The environmental assessments have been undertaken against a ‘worst-case’ impact scenario, being construction and
operation across the Northern and Southern BESS sites.
The following table summarises the potential impacts and associated mitigation measures of the Project.
Specialist
Assessment

Potential Impacts

Mitigation Measures

Flora / Fauna

Due to the disturbed nature of the vegetation
and long agricultural use of the Project Area
and surrounds, no threatened flora or ecological
communities are likely to occur, and no threatened
fauna species are likely to occur regularly or be
reliant on habitats within the Project Area.
As such, there are no implications for the Project
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), Environment
Effects Act 1978 (EE Act) or Flora and Fauna
Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG Act).

Where works are required near areas
of native vegetation, appropriate
vegetation protection zones (‘No Go
Zones’) will be established to ensure no
construction vehicles or personnel enter
these areas.

Cultural Heritage

A mandatory Cultural Heritage Management Plan
(CHMP) is currently being prepared under the
Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 (AH Act) for the
Project as the activity is considered high impact
and within an area of cultural heritage sensitivity,
being within 200 m of Bennetts Creek.

All onsite personnel who are involved in
ground disturbance works will undertake
a cultural heritage induction prior to
commencing work.

Tilt Renewables has consulted with the
Representative Aboriginal Party, Gunkaikurnai
Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation
(GLaWAC) on the Project and undertook a
complex assessment with members of the
GLaWAC.
No Aboriginal places or Aboriginal cultural
material were identified in the Project Area.

Specialist
Assessment

Potential Impacts

Mitigation Measures

Hydrology

The Project Area is prone to minor local flooding.
However, in accordance with the West Gippsland
Catchment Management Authority Flood Hazard
Criteria, the areas where the Project encroaches on
the areas prone to flooding will not be considered
hazardous.

To mitigate against potential increased
flood levels as a result of the Project,
onsite flood storage (an area where
excess surface water runoff can
be stored) is proposed and will be
incorporated during the detailed design
of the Project.

Landscape and
Visual Impact

The Project Area is located in an existing highly
modified setting. The Project is expected to be
most visible by motorists travelling along Monash
Way, with views of the Project similar to those of
the MWTS in the foreground. The Project is likely
to result in very low impacts for the assessed
viewpoints as there are no sensitive receivers in
close proximity to the Project.

To reduce potential visual impacts, it
is proposed to minimise disturbance
to existing vegetation, plant low-level
vegetation where possible to soften
views and use materials and colours on
structures where possible to blend into
the existing environment.

Noise

The Project is anticipated to comply with
the Recommended Maximum Noise Level in
accordance with the Interim Guidelines for

No additional noise mitigation is required
for the Project.

Access to the Project Site will be off Monash
Way, via the existing Monash Way / PineGro
intersection. Peak traffic movements are expected
during construction, however are anticipated to
have a zero-net impact to operation service levels
along Monash Way.

Any required traffic management
treatments and mitigation works are to
be identified and addressed by way of an
approved Traffic Management Plan.

Control of Noise from Industry in Country
Victoria.

Traffic

Operational traffic for the Project is expected to be
negligible, consisting of infrequent light vehicles.
An Environmental Management Framework (EMF) has been prepared to provide a framework with clear accountabilities
for the design, construction and operational phases of the Project to manage key risks and set out environmental
management requirements. The EMF will inform the development of an Environmental Management Plan that will be
prepared during the detailed design of the Project.

BENEFIT SHARING
Tilt Renewables is committed to
sharing the benefits of all our projects,
including the Latrobe Valley BESS.
For the Latrobe Valley BESS, we are currently
investigating how best to share the benefits
of the Project with the community, with
key focus areas to include support towards
education and training programs.

Please sign up for project
updates via the project
webpage, or send us an email
and we’ll add you to the list.
www.latrobevalleybess.com

Contact us:
For more information, or to provide any feedback, please visit the project website:
www.latrobevalleybess.com
Email: latrobevalleybess@tiltrenewables.com | Phone: 1800 WE TILT (938 458)

